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Fu rman ' s  Language House provides students an optima l  l iv ing and learn i ng experience 
- wh i le bri ngi ng the world a l ittle c loser to campus .  
An academic course that meets i n  a 
college dorm? Post-It Notes bearing foreign 
words stuck on a l l  your kitchen appl iances? 
Sharing a bathroom with your  teach i ng 
assistant? Greeting your roommates in the 
morning by saying " G uten Tag" or " H o l a " ?  
H aving your grades based , not on q u izzes 
or tests, but on the way you l ive your  l ife? 
These are j u st a few of the ways that 
Furman students and faculty are breaking 
out of the mold of the trad it ional col lege 
course in the Fu rman U niversity Language 
House. For students in a l l  foreign languages 
taught at Furman, the opportunity now exists 
for l inguistic immersion, an optimal language­
learning experience that previously was 
avai lab le  only d u ri ng study abroad. With 
the invaluable support of teaching assistants 
from a l l  corners of the globe, Fu rman 
students h ave a p lace where they can re­
create some of the benefits of l iving abroad 
- most particu l a rly, da i ly  practice in  using 
C h i nese, French , Germa n ,  Japanese and 
S p a n i s h .  
On-cam p u s  l i nguistic i mmersion is  not 
a new concept in American higher education .  
It h a s  existed for decades i n  some form or 
another at a variety of col leges and 
u n iversities .  The model i n stitution in  th is 
regard i s  probably Middlebury C o l l ege in  
Vermont, whose summer language school s  
h ave h ad students signing its no-Engl i s h  
pledge for years. T h e  native-language 
" informant" who lives with students to serve 
as a l inguistic and cultural resource is a key 
e lement in such programs .  
What sets the Fu rman program a part 
is  the integration of the Language House 
l iving experience with a four-credit-hour 
academic course i n  contem porary foreign 
cu lture. Whi le  the specific focu s  of the 
course may vary from language to language 
and year to year, the idea is to create a 
context for practice in the target language. 
"We wanted the Language House to have 
an academic component; we want our 
students to take it seriously, " says Jane 
Chew, professor of  German and d i rector of 
the Language House in its i n it ia l  two years. 
Students agree to l ive i n  the Language 
House for an entire academic year, d uri ng 
which they are a l s o  enrol led in the c u lture 
course that meets weekly from September 
to May. The concept meshes neatly with 
By William Allen 
Furman ' s  effort in  recent years to introduce 
courses that feature an experiential element 
and take learning outside the tradit ional 
c l a ssroom environment. The Language 
House ' s  experiment in engaged learning 
goes a long way toward blu rring the 
d i st inction between c l assroom and dorm 
roo m ,  study time and downtime.  
for the nearly 100 students who have 
l ived i n  Furma n ' s  Language House s ince its 
opening in September 1998, the l iving­
learning combination has exerted a powerful 
draw. Says Kate H a m e l ,  a b io logy major 
and premed ical  student from Santa M a ri a ,  
C a l if. , " I  took Spanish for three years i n  
h igh schoo l .  I l i ke t o  keep i t  u p  s o  I won't 
forget it. I th i n k  it wi l l  be valuable in  the 
health care fie ld . "  
The Department of Modern Languages 
and Literatures ( M LL),  sponsor of the 
Language House,  had long dreamed of 
provid ing this kind of opportun ity for its 
students. But the lack of s u itable space 
for such a program was a major obstacle 
- until the North Vi l lage residential complex, 
which opened in 1998, was proposed . 
Furman president David Shi  was an 
early supporter of i ncluding a l iving-learn ing 
center i n  North Vi l l age . He says , "The 
concept of a h o l i stic l iving- learning 
environment e n a b l i ng our students to 
immerse themselves in the study of a foreign 
language was a perfect fit with Fu rm a n ' s  
comm itment t o  engaged learn ing. " The 
ava i l a b i l ity of funds from The Duke 
Endowment for start-up costs made the 
dream a real ity. 
An MLL comm ittee met with the 
arch itects of the project several times over 
a period of months to create a space that 
would foster l anguage learn ing. One of 
the four-person residenti a l  un its i n  the 
apartment-style North Vi l lage was configured 
not as l iving quarters , but as a classroom 
and study center to be used exc l u s ively by 
Language House residents in adjacent 
apartments. 
The result  is a space that can support 
multiple activities. A spacious seminar room 
for classes also serves as a cinema several 
t imes a month, thanks to the big-screen 
televis ion in the corner, complete with a 
VCR capable of running American and foreign 
video formats. A smal ler  " c l u b "  room 
provides a more intimate setting for informal 
conversatio n ,  watc h i ng videos, or foreign­
l anguage broadcasts through the SCOLA 
network. A kitchen and d i n ing area is used 
frequently as students prepare meals for 
i n-c l ass d in ing or coffee for study breaks. 
And on one end of the l ibrary/computer lab, 
students can select copies of magazines 
such as Paris-Match or Stern to read at the 
broad study table,  wh i le  students on the 
other end use one of four com puter 
workstations to search the World Wide Web 
for foreign l a nguage news . 
The supervi s i ng faculty working with 
each Language House group have d ispensed 
with conventional qu izzes and tests , and 
classes may meet as naturally i n  a Chinese 
or German restaurant as i n  the sem inar  
room. Jon Howarth, a sophomore com puter 
science major from Florence, S . C . ,  
appreciates how the Language House course 
offers something different. " It 's  not a 
standard course where you learn and then 
are tested , "  he says. " Here you learn and 
then apply it d i rectly to a situation. You use 
the vocabulary, talk about a topic,  make 
comparisons, thi ngs l i ke that . "  
Christi na Buckley, a s u pervisi ng 
professor in  Span i s h ,  found that her most 
successful Spanish House students began 
to flourish when they real ized that they were 
being encou raged to learn for the sake of 
learning. " It seemed to us that they 
developed along the way a much deeper 
understanding of what l i beral arts real ly  
means and a much stronger sense of 
enrichment and fu lfi l l ment through self­
motivation and guided i ndependent study, " 
she says. And students come to rea l ize 
that in the fina l  analysis,  they get out of the 
course what they put i nto it. 
Students make a comm itment to use 
the foreign l anguage d a i ly, whether they're 
reading the morning's newspaper head l ines 
on-l i n e ,  writing in journa ls ,  conversing with 
housemates or seeki ng out the native­
language assistant for he lp  on a particu lar  
assignment. Partici pation i n  weekly c l ass 
d iscussions i s  essentia l ,  as i s  the final 
project, which takes the dual form of an i n­
class presentation and written paper to be 
handed in at the end of the course. 
A l most al l  participants agree that the 
main benefit of the course is  the improve­
ment they make in conversational  s k i l l s .  
Jeff Larkin ,  a sophomore com puter 
science/German major from Li l b u r n ,  G a . ,  
says, " I  c a n  describe Language House a s  
Approximately 100 Furman students have taken part in the Language House program since it began in 1998. Representing the five languages in 
Furman 's 1999-2000 Language House are, from left, Melissa Rekas '00 (Spanish), an economics major from Columbia, Md.; Jon Howarth '02 
(German), a computer science major from Florence, S.C.; Kelly Davidson '01 (French}, a French major from Lawrenceville, Ga.; Hiraki Komoto '01 
(Japanese), a biology major from Gainesville, Ga.; and Elizabeth Shen '02 (Chinese}, a political science/Asian Studies major from Roebuck, S.C. 
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Left to right: German House residents discuss 
current events in the conference room of Estridge 
Commons; Erik Madsen dabbles in haute cuisine 
for his French House cohorts; despite occasional 
grammatical errors, French House residents 
communicate as much as possible in French (it is 
to be hoped that Judd did the dishes); a pleasant 
spring day offers Japanese House students the 
chance to meet in the North Village outdoors 
commons. 
constant learning. If you try to speak and 
make an effort to i mprove, you ' l l  be amazed 
at how much you learn.  It keeps coming 
back to you throughout the entire year. You 
won't  have to look up as many words.  Each 
week you feel more and more comfortable . "  
Laughi ng, h e  agrees that l iving i n  a foreign 
l a nguage can present chal lenges .  At first, 
he says, he and his roommates "were 
making up German-sounding word s "  to 
communicate ; as t ime passed, the words 
came much more easi ly. 
The Language House can function either 
as a s u pplement or as a substitute for the 
kind of experienti'l l  learning that takes place 
during Furm a n ' s  programs abroad . L ike the 
study abroad programs sponsored by Modern 
Languages and Literatures, Language House 
i s  open to majors and non-majors a l i ke.  
Some students choose to l ive i n  the 
Language House when other academic 
req u i rements make it d ifficu lt to be away 
from campus for a ter m .  Others use it to 
prepare for or extend the study abroad 
experience. Howarth and Larkin used their  
year i n  the German House to beef u p  their  
l a nguage s k i l l s  i n  preparation for their trip 
to Bonn this fa l l .  Another group of four who 
bonded together i n  Vers a i l les last fa l l  w i l l  
s p e n d  t h i s  year s h a ring a French House 
a partment. 
And for i nternationa l  students , whose 
enrol l ment at Furman represents their own 
brand of study abroad, Language House has 
been a natural p lace to fi nd a n iche i n  the 
company of American students who are 
i nterested i n  foreign cu ltu res .  
Betti Rosszer, a former vice president 
of Furm a n ' s  I nternationa l  Student 
Association,  j ust completed her senior year 
as a resident of the German House.  I n  
addition to the chance to practice her 
German outside the tradit ional  c l assroom , 
she found the cross-cu ltural com position of 
the 1999-2000 German House to be 
espec i a l ly i nvigorating. Other than the 
American residents, the house featured 
students from B u lgari a ,  the Phi l i ppi nes , 
Swed e n ,  and Betti herself, who h a i l s  from 
Kornye, H ungary. 
H i roki  Komoto, a r is ing senior majoring 
i n  biology, grew up i n  Gai nesvi l l e ,  G a . ,  but 
learned Japanese from his parents. For 
h i m ,  the advantage of the J a panese House 
was the opportun ity to m a i ntain and s h a re 
h i s  foreign l a nguage s k i l l s  as well  as to 
increase h is  knowledge of Japanese culture: 
" I n  case I go to J a p a n ,  I want to be able to 
commun icate with my relatives there . "  
M ost everyone agrees that the heart 
and soul of the Language House are the 
Language House Assistants, or LHAs. These 
native speakers are chosen each year to 
assist the s u pervis i ng faculty as teaching 
assistants i n  the c l as s roo m ,  as well  as to 
promote and m a i ntain use of the language 
outside of formal class time. The LHAs are 
typical ly  three to five years o lder than the 
residents of the Language House and are 
pursuing master's-level study in  their home 
countries . 
Each LHA l ives in an a partment with 
students studying h is  or her native language. 
In addition to the teaching res ponsib i l ities 
of the Language House course, LHAs are 
also in charge of organiz ing extracurricu lar  
activities open to Language House residents 
and non-residents a l i ke .  In 1999-2000, 
these activities inc l uded a fi l m  series in 
French and Germ a n ,  presentations on the 
European U n i o n ,  a regu lar  campus radio 
show broadcast in French (featuring French 
popular llits), and weekly informal gatherings 
at the U niversity Center 's  lakeside Tower 
Cafe. 
These new opportunities for u s i ng 
foreign l a nguages on cam pus come on top 
of others that have existed for years , such 
as the weekly language tables in  the din ing 
h a l l ,  but the presence of native speakers 
who are actively involved in promoting the 
use of their native tongue has brought a 
new vital ity to o ld traditions .  And yes ,  the 
LHAs do make appearances in  conventional 
classrooms .  They audit courses i n  a variety 
of d isc ip l ines and are often invited to be 
guest speakers i n  language and c u lture 
courses, where they share their  talents and 
knowledge with a l arger Furman audience.  
Most Furman students i n  the program 
cite their association with the LHAs as the 
most beneficia l  aspect of Language House. 
Adam Saslow, a probable business/Spanish 
major from Vero Beach, Fla . ,  shared an 
apartment with Jorge J imenez R a m i rez, a 
Spanish LHA from Madrid.  " I 've learned a 
ton from h i m .  H e ' s  a wealth of Spanish 
knowledge , "  Bas low says,  add i ng that 
Ramirez often took the time over afternoon 
coffee to expla i n  and a n a lyze some of the 
more subtle points of Spanish thought and 
behavior. 
R a m i rez, who has an M .A. degree i n  
teac h i ng Spanish as a second language, 
enjoyed the experience as wel l .  "The 
students can learn more in Language House 
than i n  other classes if they really try. Many 
little things come out: food, music,  informal 
expressi o n s ,  even ' bad ' expressions!  I t 's  
very i m portant; they ' l l  need it i n  Spai n ! "  
The LHAs often work one-on-one with 
students as they research and write thei r  
c l a s s  projects , h e l p i ng them track down 
useful sources of i nformatio n ,  offering 
suggestions on grammar and vocabulary, 
and correcting pronunciation for ora l 
presentations.  
The i mpact of the Furman Language House 
extends far beyond the students who l ive 
there; it has enriched campus l ife in genera l .  
For years the un iversity ' s  study abroad 
programs have sent students around the 
worl d .  Now the world is  coming to roost in 
North V i l l age , creating a true foreign 
exchange. 
Some of the LHAs who have worked in 
the Language House in  its first two years 
were recruited using contacts establ ished 
through Furman ' s  study abroad progra m s .  
T h e  happy result  is  that friendsh i ps formed 
on one s ide of the world may conti nue i n  
succeeding years on t h e  other. 
For i n stance, Betti Ri:isszer was 
del ighted when a friend she had m ade i n  
Bonn,  Cornel i a  Graebner, became the 1999-
2000 German assistant. And Gae l l e  de 
Carmantrand,  whose fam i ly has served as 
host to several Furman students i n  
Versai l les,  enjoyed seeing s o m e  o f  them 
again  when she came to l ive i n  the French 
House.  This fa l l ,  back in France, she ' l l  be 
looking forward to greeting m any of the 
friends she made in Greenvi l l e  when they 
come to her hometown for the ter m .  
T h e  only probl e m :  everybody going 
to France wants to l ive with the de 
Carmantrands! 
William Allen, who has taught French at 
Furman since 1987, earned his Ph. D. from 
the University of North Carolina. 
The Language House Assistants, who live in the residence halls and serve as teaching 
aides, are considered the heart and soul of the program. In 1999-2000, they were 
(from left): Gaelle de Carmantrand, Jorge Jimenez Ramirez, Cornelia Graebner, Yanhong Zhu 
and Masakiyo Fujita. 
An international view of Furman 
What's it l i ke to come to a smal l ,  private American col l ege when you ' re accustomed to large, 
publ ic  u n iversities in  Europe or Asia? The Language House Assistants from the 1999-2000 
session offer their i mpressions:  
Gaime de Carmantrand (Versailles, France) 
Gael le was s u rprised by the e lectronic 
equi pment American students have: a 
televis i o n ,  a VCR and a computer with 
Internet connection in every room !  She was 
also amazed by the working conditions for 
students compared to France, where , she 
says, "You have to stand in  l i ne for two 
hours to get i nto the l i b rary, then stand i n  
l ine for two more t o  get a book,  only t o  find 
out it's not the one you need . "  She was 
also i mpressed that American students 
were w i l l ing to speak to her and to each 
other in  a foreign l anguage . "They have 
great motivation . In France even our English 
teacher never spoke English with us outside 
of c l a ss . "  
Masakiyo Fujita ( Hiroshima, Japan) 
" Massa" was struck by the beauty and smal l  
s ize of Fu rman's  campus.  H e  found it a n  
easy place t o  make friends and t o  meet 
people, noting that at his un ivers ity in  Japan 
no students l ive on campus, because there 
are no residence h a l l s .  In h i s  free t ime, 
Massa enjoyed playing soccer and travel ing 
to points as d i stant as Washingto n ,  D .C . ,  
Key West, Fl a . ,  and New Orleans. Because 
he was the only LHA who owned a car, he 
was m uch in  demand.  " Massa is  our 
l ifesaver! " proclaimed one of his colleagues. 
Cornelia Graebner ( Bonn, Germany) 
Perhaps because Cornelia had a lready spent 
a year abroad in England, she was surprised 
by Americans' reactions to her. "Americans 
are not really used to foreigners, "  she says. 
" If you are a foreigner, people th ink you ' re 
from another planet . "  But she found ways 
of breaking down barriers, particu l arly by 
hel ping to organize such wel l-received 
extracurricu lar activities as the International  
Student Association poetry reading and a 
program on current issues facing the 
European U n i o n .  L ike all LHAs , she was 
somewhat taken aback by the l ack of publ ic  
transportation i n  Greenvi l le  and by Furman's 
dry campus.  But she's  looking forward to 
seeing m any of her Furman friends when 
they come to Bonn for fa l l  ter m .  
Jorge Jimenez Ramirez ( Madrid, Spain) 
"This was a very good year, " says Jorge, 
beaming a s  usua l . Although, as he says, 
" I  came to another worl d ,  another country, 
another cu lture , "  l iving with Americans was 
m uch easier than h e  thought it would be. 
Of course, there were differences to discover. 
He was surprised, for example,  by American 
attitudes toward energy use. He says that 
for the first month he was constantly walking 
around the apartment after his room m ates 
had left, turning off the lights, the television 
and the CD p layer. But he enjoyed the 
opportunity to work and interact with 
American students in preparation for a career 
teaching Spanish to foreigners. 
Yanhong Zhu (Shanghai, China) 
The opportunity to take c lasses a longside 
Furman students enabled Yanhong to 
d iscover that some of her preconceptions 
about Americans were not quite accurate. 
"I thought the States wou l d  be l i ke 'Growing 
Pains, '  that the students would never study 
and only party and have fun . "  She found 
that professors do indeed give lectures and 
plan their syl labi  i n  advance, and she was 
" amazed " by the l i b rary:  "The books are 
so wel l-ordered, interlibrary loan i s  so neat, 
and the l ibrary Web pages connect to so 
many other sources of information . "  So 
pleased is  Yanhong with American education 
that she has decided to prolong her studies 
abroad by enrolling in the East Asian Studies 
program at the U n iversity of Southern 
C a l iforn i a .  
- William Allen 
